THE  SPANISH  WAR
the road for about a quarter of an hour until the Red
infantr7 attack was repulsed and two of the tanks cap-
tured. It was a narrow shave.
In the same way Reds often drove across into the
Nationalist front lines, and three British and American
newspapermen, including Mr Weaver, of the News
Chronicle, came bowling one day along the road between
Madrid and Aranjuez and were promptly made prisoners.
In this case they were dealt with sympathetically, and after
being questioned were sent to the French frontier. The
same treatment was accorded an honorary attache of the
British embassy in Madrid, Mr. E. C. Lance, and the
sub-director of the Anglo-South American bank, Mr.
William Hale, who also lost their way and wandered into
the lines held by General Varela
It was about this time that the Reds made an attempt,
the first for many months, to show initiative by dealing
a blow which might have changed the character of the
war. They brought a body of troops and artillery to
Navahermosa and Los Navalmorales, south of Talavera de
la Reina and on the left bank of the Tagus, and on
November 24 launched what purported to be a lightning
attack on the town. For weeks afterwards the Red
communique, incidentally repeated by the B B.C. in their
news bulletins, announced the capture of Talavera by the
Reds. Had this been so it would have been an extremely
severe blow for General Franco The main road of com-
munication between the Madrid front and the rest of the
country would have been cut, and all traffic would have
had to be diverted to a single mountainous road via Avila.
Huge supplies of stores and equipment would have been
lost and, granted that the Reds were in numbers and
prepared to put up a fight, with the river at their backs,
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